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In the Claims: 

i —lOS; (Cftncelied-) 

106: (Currently amended.) A selectively qon figured porous particulate material 

comprising a porous particulate material having inherent or indeed perrptcttbilttv flijid which is 
selected front the group consisting of porous ceramics,, pcjyotefins, styreae-diymytbenzene 
copoJymmand.pojiydkyla^ enters, wheiebi the apparent specif*^ gravity of the selectively, 
configured porom particulate material is less than die; apparent specific gravity of tte poroUs 
paniculate material. 

1 07s . (Pfc\noitsly:pref^ted,) the selectively configured poiwis participate 
material of Claim 106, Wherein the porous participate material is amaairai or nonsiatural porous 
c^nnmic. 

108* previously: presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
material of Claim l06 T wherein the sel^tiv^ly configured poroiis partiicalate material exhibits 1 
crush resistance under conditions as high as 1 6,000 psi closure stress, 

109, (i , myipiw5ly presented.} The selectively configured porous? ^rticulate: 
Trtcrtferial of Claim i : 06, herein the pprpus partiQulate ffiaferiai few/gi porosily and permeability 
such that a fluid maybe drawn at least partially into its. matrix by capillary action.. 

110: (Previo\isly presented.) The. selectively coitfigured porous particulate 1 
: material of Claim 106,/wherein the porous particulate material; has a porosity and permeability 
such/that apenet^ating tm^M.fyty-1#-4t9tfto *X : te^t : pjarttany into its matrix using 4 vacuum 
m>d/or:may be forced at least partially into, its porous matrix under pressure. 

111. (Previously presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
material m 'ot' Claim 106;, vyberein the selectively configured porous pOTtteulat^ ^atorial is a porous 
particulate material treated with a liqmdtfesin, plastic, cement,, sealant or binder. 

UZ (Pnevjousty. presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
riiaterial of Claim 106, wherein the selectively configured poroP3 p?yti<?ulatc martial is a . porous 
particulate material treated with a phenol* phenol formaldehyde, melamine: :fotimal<telayd^ 
unilhiine or epoxy r^stni 

113, (Preyiotisiy presented.) The selectively configured porous paniculate 
iriateridl of Claim 106, wherein, &<> i^leouy^ly cpiifigurc particulate material is a porous 

particulate material treated with nyl on ?; polyethylene, polystyi^ne or a mixture thereof 
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114- (Previously presented;) The selectively configured porous particulate 
material of Claim 106, wherein the selecti vely .configured ^pototts. i^iiiibidate'iiiat^al is -a .porous 
pariicu[ate: : materia! treated wlh a.penssatin^ coating and/of glaring material which is capable 
of trapping, or encapsulating ft fluid having an apparent specific gravity less than the apparent 
specific gravity of the matrix of the iporous particulate material. 

115. (Previously presented) The selectively cpiifigureil porous particulate 
material of Claim 11 4 ? wherein the fluid is a gas. 

116;. (Prey iDusly presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
material of Claim 106, havinga siw between from aibout 200 me^h to. about ? tnesh. 

117. (Previously; presented.) The selective^ configured porous particuliate 
material of Claim IQ7> whereijn the selectively configured i$ a porous 

particulate material treated with a coating or penetrating material, wherein the coating rir 
penetrating material is present in an amount of from ajbout 0.5 to about lti?/o by weight of total 
wigM of the selectively configured porous particulate material. 

.118* ;(Preyiotisly presented,) The selectively configured porous particulate 
material of Claim 10& therein the selectively pQfifigprqd porous pajtipulate nmteriai is a porous: 
particulate material baying: a coding layer, wherein the thickness of: the; coating layer is from: 
about. 1 t# about 5 microns, 

119. (Previously presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
jUiatetfalof Claim: 106, whsreih the pcftiteability of the selectively configured porous particulate 
material is less than the permeability of the porous partieul ate :raaterial. 

1201 (Previously presented.) The. selectively configured porous paniculate 
^material of {Mi* 1% wherein the seiectiyely c*>nfiLgurfed porous partieulate material comprises 
a multitude of ^ porous particulate material bond together. 

12L (Previously presented,); The selectively configured: porous particulate; 
material! of Claim I2fl, wherein :the multitude of the: porous: particulate material is coated or 
perietrated with a curable resin. 

122. (Previously presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
material of ClaiJTi 120. wherein individual particles of the porous partic^ate. raAerial: have a; 
maHimuro lewgthrbaseii asp^ : t itatio of equal to or less than about 5. 
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123. (Previously presented >j A : composittdn comprising 1he selectively 
configured pOroUs' particulate material of Claim 1 (116 and a carrier, fluid, 

124. (Previously presented.) The oomposition of Claim t 23> wherein the porous 
particulate material of the selectively configured porous particulate miattriai is relatively 
hghtweightai^^ 

125- (Previously presented.) The eompositk>ri of Claim 123;, wherein the carrier 
fluid! is Jion-^efled. 

(Pr^vtou$ly presented:) The composition of Claim 12X tvtarein thfc carrier 
fluid tea completion or workover brine. 

127, (previously presented '.) The. cotn^osition of Claim 1 23, wheflcin the carrier 
flirid is salt water '> fr e$h water, a liquid hydrocarbon, or a gas or a rtiixt ure tlfereof. 

128. (Previously presciuedi) The composition of Claim 127. whercfn the gas is: 
nitrogen or carbon dioxide. 

129 > ; (Priffviously presented;) The composition . of Claim 123, further comprising 
at leo$t one member. selected frorii the gi^up.con^i^ling pfgeUii^ agettts v; WossIih)<ing get 
br^ers v surtactants, foisuTiing: agents, demulsifiers, buffers, clay stabilizers, acids and mixtures: 
thereof* 

130: (Currently amended.) A; selectivay configured porous particulate material 

comprising a porous peculate 1 material having inherent or induced permeability and which is 
selected from, the group consisting of porous ceramics, pojyolefins, StyrchcHaivihylbensene 
copolymers and poJyrijkylacrylate: esters wherein the strength of ihe se^ctiveiy configured 
porous particulate material is gi^a^ &trengdi of the p^mus particulate material 

131.; (PrtViou^lypresentcd.;) The selectively <&nfigU;rod. porous pafticutnte 
material of Clara. B0 f wherein the pomus particulate material has a porosity and ^ermeabi^ty 
such (hat a ifluid may. be drawn at least partially into its matrix by capillary action* 

132v (Previously presented*} The? selectively cdfnfiguted porous particulate, 
material of Cfetfm 130, therein the selectively configured: ^porous particulate material comprises 
a: porous particulate material coated or penetrated with, a liquid ic^. plastic^ txmerit. seal^nt or 
binder. 
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133. (Previously pr^s^itedO The selectively configured porous particiiJatc 
material of Claim 13Q> wherein the apparent specific gravity of the selectively configured porous, 
particulate, material is less than the apparent specific gravity o£ the porous particulate* 

1 34. {Previously presented.) A selectively cm>figiu < e<j porous particulate material 
comprising a porous peculate material selected from the group consisting of jxmius ceramics, 
poiyolefin^styten^ polyplkylacrylate esterss wherein the porous 
matrix of the seleciWely eonfi^ is at/least partially filled with a 
gas, 

135. {Previously prescnte<i-): the selectively configured porous particqi.Ue 
material of Claim 134* wherein the poro Us particu late material is substoniially neutwlly buoyant 

136. {Previously presented.) A composition coh^rbing the: selectively 
configured ^ poroxis particulate material of Claim 134 and a canier fltiid. 

1 37; (Previously presented) A selectively configured porous particulate, material 
comprising a ; pomusjpailicutefc material treated or modified \v^th a glazing materiai. 

138, (Previously presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
materia! of Claim .13:7, wherein the apparent density or apparent specific gravity of ihe 
Selectivity configured porous particulate material is less than die apparent density. ;or apparent 
specific: gravity of the porous particulate ntxueriaK 

13*>, (i^viou^ly:pt^ehted.) The selectively configured ppipM particulate 
material of Claim 137, wherein the glazed surface enhances the ease of multi-phase fluid flow 
tljrotigh * paniculate pack, 

140, (PreviQusiy presented;) The selectively configured porous pewticulate 
material of Ckmn 137, wherein the glazed surface of theporoit* particulate material etihoncea the 
ease oif high rate turbulent gas: flow through a particulate pack. 

14 1 , (Previously presented .) A selectively configured porous particulate material, 
comprising a porous particulate material selected ftom the gyoup concreting of porous ceramics, 
polyolefms, styrene«4fVinylbenxene eopblyinefS and polyalkylacrylate esters, wherein a gas or a : 
relatively H^tw6igttt flirtd is encapsulated or entrapped within the pores Of the particulate, 
material 

142, (Previously presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
material of Claim .14% wherein die porosity and permeability of the porous particulate material 
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i$.such ibat a .fluid may be droyto at least filially into the porous matrix of ths isel&tiYely 
configured poTOU8:parti!Ga]atG material by capillary action 

143. (Previously presented.) The selectively configured, porous particulate 
irt&tetial of: Claim 141, wherein the porous particulate material is treated with; a penctmting or 
coating material. 

144-, (Previotisly presented,) The- selectively configured porfcui* particulate 
material of • Glffiin. 141, wherein the porbvs particulate material is relatively lightweight and/or 
substantially neutrally buoyant 

141 (Previously presented.) the selectively configured porous pardttuttfc 
m^tpriaii; of Gaini 1 41, wheteiti the ptiv&yji particulate material: fg a poftius '4&mQku 

146, (Previously presented:) The selectively configured porous particulate 
iriateria! of Cteim. 143* wherein the porous particulate; material is coated or penetrated with a 
liquid resin, plastie, cement, sealant or binder, 

147, (Pife^ The selectively configured porcws particulate 
material * of Claim 146; wherein the liquid resiii. plastic* Qemerit^seaferj or binder is: selected from 
the group consisting of a phenol, phenol formaldehyde* melaniine foFtnaldehyde, urethant?, 
epoxy regirt, nylon, ^lyetoyjene;, polystyrene or a cbmbin^ton thereof. 

148, (Previously presented.) The selectively oinfigured porous particulate 
materiel of Clmm 14$; vv^ereln the liquid resin is a curable cesin aiid further Nvtereia the? 
selecdvoly configured porous: particulate material comprises a multitude of coated particulars 
band tocher, 

149, {Previously preseittcrd:) llie selectively c^nfigiired £»ious p^ticulate 
material of CMm 14 U wherein the apparent specific gray! ty of the selectively ^nfiiguica porous 
parttwl&e material is less llian the apparent specific gravity of the porous particulaie. 

150, (Previously presented;) A composition comprising the j&Jettively 
conllguredporous particulate material of Claim 1 4:1 and a carrier fluid, 

15 1, (Previously presented.) The composition of Cl^rri 1 50*. wherein the carrier 
fluid i& noivgelled. 

152, (Preyipusly presented.) Tht? imposition of Claim 1 50^. wherein the porous 
particulate of the selectively configured porous pOrUculate material is relatively li^bt weight 
and/or substcmtiftliy neutrally tnaoyani; 
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153. (Previously pres&Mi&) The composition: of Claim 1 50, whereto, the carrier: 
fluid is a completion or workoyer brine 

154. {Previously presented^ The composition of Claim ISO, wherein the carrier 
fluid is liquefied or foamed.. 

155. (Currently amended.) Aaeleeti vely von figured porous particulate material 
comprising a porous particulate matetial treated with, a: non-porous pcnetr^linjg layer, coating 
(a yey or g\ m ngtr\mml UlS pgyrtl^ulat^m selected fxom the group consisting 
<>f porous ceramics, polyOlettns, styr^ie^ivinyibenzene copolymers and rpoiyrilkylacrylate 
esters, wherein! the apparent density or apparent spec ific gfavitv p&osfe* of the selectively 
configured porous particulate material is less tlian ihe porosity apparent ftensfr y or apparent 
specific acavitv of the: j#rou$ particulate iMterial and further wherein the porous particulate 
material ."has inherent: or tndijocd permi^biiUv : 

156. (Previously prosmted;) A composition comprising the selectively 
configured porous particulate material of Claim 1 55 ^rid a carrier fluid. 

J 57. (Previously presented.) The selectively configured porous particulate 
inaterial <$\ Claim 155, wbereih: the selectively, configured porous particulate materia! is a porous 
particulate coated or penetrated wiih a liquid resin, ptetic, cemeiit, sealant ;or binder. 

158- (Previously presented:) The selectiwiy configured porous particulate 
material of Claim 155, wherein the porous: particulate is. coated or penetrated with a phenol, 
phenol fomaidehyde,. rnelarnine formaldehyde, urethane or epoxy resin- 

1 59. (Previously presented.) T lie composition of Clairri l;55 4 wherein the porous ! 
particulate materiai is U porous ceramic. 

160. (Previously jM*eaentedO The selectively configured porous particulate 
ni&teiial of Claim. I J4 f wherein a clay stabilizer is applied to the exterior; suriaee of the porous 
particulate material to inhibit penetration of the coating or penetrating material 
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